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anarchist. But who, in our times, is not an
economist? Yet certain very well-balanced socio-
logists do not fear to denounce the homage lavished
upon wealth as the principal source of the mal-
practices of modern commerce.

Herbert Spencer accuses the public who kneel
before wealth, of being guilty of all the crimes
committed by the merchants.1 "You would
have difficulty," he says, "in finding a man who
would not treat with more civility a rascal clad
in fine cloth than a knave in fustian."

Matters are growing worse. Society always
treats with more respect a very wealthy thief
than a very poor honest man.

A reaction has become necessary. This struggle
against the god Mammon offers chances of success.
It is enough to see what the initiative of one man's
energy has been able to accomplish in this direc-
tion. President Roosevelt, by attacking dishonest
millionaires in a country where wealth takes the
place of rank, of traditions, and of all other
honours, has shown the fragility of its worship.
When the crimes of the poor and of the rich shall
be placed on the same level; when indirect robbery
and murder, often covered by the name of specu-
lation or of monopoly, shall be compared with

1 First Principles: Commercial Morals.